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Term Three Round-Up from the Principal
I am very pleased to be writing to you as the newly appointed Principal of Lake Bolac College.
Having arrived here on February 14th I am very excited to now be officially part of the Lake Bolac
College Learning Community and a part of a team of staff who are dedicated to ensuring the future
success of our communities students. I am looking forward to doing my bit for the College
community with the same energy and enthusiasm as everybody else. I have been made to feel
very welcome by all members of the College‟s community (staff, students, parents and community
members) and I thank everybody for that.
I strongly believe in the importance of the role of the school Principal in any school community and
particularly in a small rural community. I take great pride in supporting all members of our Learning
Community to take risks with their learning, encourage positive ideas and value a whole school
approach. I see myself as a „Whole School Whole Community‟ person and value team work. As a
member of this important Learning Community I see each individual as being like a piece of a
jigsaw, each member has their own individual shape and colour and therefore a very important role
to play.
During this term I have had the privilege of being part of many fantastic experiences; it was great to
be part of the Leadership Induction Assembly where we were able to acknowledge the talents of
the student leadership group. In the short time that I have been at the College, they have shown
themselves to be an extremely responsible and enthusiastic group of students.
I have also enjoyed the opportunity to witness our swim team compete with humility and great
success. It made me extremely proud of the school to see staff and students representing Lake
Bolac College with such pride. It was an added bonus that we were also declared winners of the
Midwest Complex Interschool Swimming Carnival. This was then followed by the success of our
Triathlon competitors who managed to take out the competition by a whopping margin of 6
seconds. Given that the event took over 120 minutes to unfold this was a very small winning
margin and makes the win even more amazing.
I also appreciated the opportunity to meet with parents during our Parent Welcome BBQ
This term the College farewelled Jacqui Coleman after twenty years at this school, as she pursues
a new direction in her career at Euroa Secondary College. Jacqui, could best be described as
being like „pepper and salt‟ as in everything and is sadly missed by staff, students, parents and the
wider community. We will also be farewelling our College Business Manager, Larelle McInnes
after eighteen years of being in-charge of the College‟s finances. Larelle has become a great
friend to much of the Lake Bolac Community over the years and has proven herself to be a highly
efficient Business Manager, winning great respect across all areas of the College community.
Larelle‟s friendship and great support will also be sadly missed however we wish her all the very
best with her new enterprise.
As the year moves forward I look forward to meeting new faces from our community and
developing even stronger partnerships, along with tackling the many challenges that face
education in a small rural community. I particularly like the concept that, „it takes a whole village to
raise a child‟ and I strongly believe in its merit. As a school community this concept needs to be
reflected in our thoughts and actions every day as we show support where-ever possible in a
whole variety of ways.
Gary White
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Meet our school Captains

My name is Samantha Jade Keilar and I am School
Captain for 2011. I have been a student at Lake Bolac
College since Prep. I am seventeen years old, turning
eighteen at the end of this year.
I am currently studying five Year 12 subjects: English
3/4, Further Maths, Biology 3/4, Physical Education
3/4 and Industry and Enterprise 3/4.
On completion of Year 12 I am considering going to
university to complete a course in Physiotherapy.
This is a field that has interested me for many years now. I would like a career
working as a paediatric Physiotherapist. Working with children with disabilities, is
something that further interests me.
I hope to travel sometime in the near future to third world countries helping to rid
poverty, hunger, child abuse and malnutrition.

My name is Jess Mulcahy ( I hate being called Jessica). I live
on a farm outside of Streatham and I have attended Lake
Bolac College since Grade Prep, making it a a great
privilege for me to be representing the school now as
School Captain.
This year I am studying English, History, Industry and
Enterprise and National Politics by Distant Education. I am
enjoying my classes and the challenges Year 12 is throwing
at me.
Although I am not entirely sure what I want to do after I complete Year 12, I am
looking forward to leaving. I would like to do an event management course. I would
like to plan events for young people. After growing up in a rural area, I understand
that it is difficult to get out and go to such events that kids in larger centres can go
to.

Meet our School Nurse:

Hello,
My name is Bridget Franc.
I am the School Nurse at Lake Bolac College.
I am based at the school every fortnight on a Tuesday.
I offer individual and confidential health counselling and advice to all students.
I am also often in the classroom and I am involved in health education across the school.
I am delighted to be working with students and staff at Lake Bolac College.
Thank you for making me feel so welcome.
I look forward to providing health information and support to all students throughout the year.

Grapevine: News from a former staff
member

It is a decade since I retired from Lake Bolac College. I live near Mortlake and work alongside
my husband Wayne amidst the ups and downs of “life on the land”!!
I was never a stranger to education in the Mid West Complex Region. Born to a farming family at
Derrinallum, my schooling progressed until I was amongst the first class ever at Derri High (then
High Elementary conducted in the Sunday School Hall).

Grapevine:
News from a former staff member
members
My first teaching responsibility was Art and Textiles at The Hamilton & Alexandra College. After
marrying and moving to Mortlake, I couldn‟t believe my luck to be offered a temporary position at
L.B.S.C. by Ian Payne and Alan Lake.
The Textiles room was like home away from home. A warm welcoming room, filled with
sunshine, music, metres and metres of fabric and organised chaos! Year 7‟s having car races on
sewing machines, Year 8‟s hammering with so much enthusiasm they could be heard all over the
school, Years 9 and 10 elective students being there because they wanted to and Years 11 and
12 strutting their stuff for the Wimmera Field Days making outfits from silage wrap and wool
packs!
Son, James, is now 30. He gained a Science degree from Deakin and chose to mix it with diesel
fumes and milk prices. He and his bride of 4 years, Rachael, are now responsible for part of the
farm and one of their specialities is 100% homemade cheeses.
Grandson, Nicholas is now 1 year old and often spends midweek afternoons with Nana Del.
After retiring from teaching, I was employed for 3 years by Abbeyfield House in Mortlake as their
Activities Coordinator. Now I enjoy occasional work as an Activities Assistant in Aged Care for
the Moyne Shire, Terang and Mortlake Health Service and Warrnambool‟s Lyndoch.
Holidays are still high on my agenda of preferred activities with priority given to time beside the
sea and exploring Australia by caravan. Previous attempts to visit the Gulf of Carpentaria have
been abandoned because of cyclones! Another attempt will be made this May / June.
My desk is still a collection of clutter, but instead of piles of student reports and curriculum
documents, it is now a maze of holiday magazines, maps and the never ending paper trail
associated with the GST!!
Fun with family, friends, flowers and food continue to be some of my favourite things and nothing
gives me greater pleasure than an accidental meeting with an ex-student, catching up with where
they are “at now” and reminiscing about the good old days at Bolac.

.

Loretta in her prize winning wool pack!

Dele with students Tammy and Amy
Year 8’s in their boxer shorts

Remember the days in the old school yard!
News from a former student

I was the first of seven Smith children to attend Lake Bolac
High School.

My school years began at Lake Bolac Primary in 1971 (when it was opposite the Scout Hall
and McMasters Milkbar was next door) - through to completing Year 12 at Lake Bolac High
School in 1983. Back then there were about 8 of us doing Year 12.
In 1984 I commenced training to be a registered nurse at St John of God Hospital in Ballarat.
They were 3 wonderful years of living in the nurses home and I made lifelong friends and
generally had a great time balancing social life study and shift work. These years included
trips overseas and travel within Australia. I developed an interest in orthopaedic nursing after
having an arthroscopy in first year following a netball injury. Little did I know that orthopaedics
was to shape my future career.
After completing a graduate year at St John‟s it was time to move to Melbourne. I worked as a
junior nurse in the Emergency Department of the Austin hospital. I think I learnt more in that
year than my whole three years training! I then got into a post graduate orthopaedic course in
1990 which enabled me to specialize in this area.
From 1991-1996 I moved up through the ranks at the Austin hospital working in orthopaedics
as a ward nurse, clinical specialist, student nurse educator and my last position as an
associate charge nurse. I also went back to university for a year and upgraded my
qualifications to a degree. The ward was extremely busy with road trauma and specialized in
looking after people with broken necks. I also experienced my first full blown cardiac arrest and the patient survived!
I moved to the Gold Coast in Qld in 1996 to take up a charge nurse position of a 38 bed
orthopaedic unit in a private hospital - what a challenge! I nearly packed up and came home
in the first 6 weeks. The job involved juggling nursing staff, hospital management and some
doctors with very interesting personalities. I soon acclimatized to the private sector and the
importance of maximizing revenue. The Gold Coast was a great place to live and I loved the
outdoor lifestyle.

Remember the days in the old school yard!
News from a former student
In 2000 I moved back to Melbourne to be closer to family and the love of my life - David now my husband. We married in 2002. Since returning to Melbourne I have held three
charge nurse positions in three different hospitals each as challenging as the other. In
2008 I took a year off to take the long service leave I was never going to get. (Couldn‟t
manage to stay 10 years in any one place). This time off made me realize that life was too
short to be working full time. I worked casual for 10 months then obtained a position as a
clinical nurse educator with Melbourne Health (Royal Melbourne Hospital). I have been
doing this job for a year now and I love it! It is 7 days a fortnight and involves educating
new nurse graduates and ward staff. I organize education sessions, run seminars, assess
staff competency and assist in staff development. It's wonderful to be able to put that 27
years of experience to good use. Of course there were some steep learning curves in
terms of computer skills and getting staff to be interested in their own self development.
There is a new challenge every day and while that continues I will remain as an educator. I
have enrolled to do some further study this year so that should keep me busy.
I look back on my school years with great fondness and often wonder what I would have
done had I not been a nurse. Nursing has allowed me to travel, to have financial
independence and most of all to appreciate good health. I am glad that it's the career path I
chose all those years ago!

Form 3: 1981

Raelene (left) and Mary Fromager at a school social

BIRTHS:

GANE: To Kelly Wynne
(former student) and
Bart Gane a boy Henry
William. D.O.B. 18.07.10
Grandchild for Anne
(staff member) and Peter
Wynne.

BIRTHS:

McARTHUR: To Chris
and Daniel (former
student)
a boy –
Bryce Anthony. D.O.B.
09.11.10. A brother
for Annika (7yrs) and
Lachlan (5yrs) both
students at Lake Bolac
College

McDONALD: To Simone (nee Clark & former student) and Sam, a girl –
Daisy May. D.O.B. 26.12.10 weighing 8lb 14oz.

BIRTHS:

WALKER: to Bill (former
student) and Kirsten a
boy Blake.
D.O.B. 15.08.10.
Younger brother for
Logan (Gr 1, LBC
student) and Annabelle
(LB&D Kinda)

BUBB: to James (former
student) and Trish a boy
Jhett. D.O.B. early 2010
Brother for Jorja (2yrs)
James graduated from LBC
in 2003. He is a
Carpenter/Builder and
living with his family in
Toowoomba, Queensland.

BEREAVEMENTS:

RICHIE, John William “Ripper”
03.12.37 – 10.01.11. Dearly loved
husband of Margaret; father of Sue,
Fiona (staff members) and James
Geddes; grandfather of David, Paul and
Luke (former students).
)

WILSON, Angus Bryher
(former student)
08.09.99 – 14.03.11
Treasured and much loved
son of Ory (former staff
member) and Donald and
brother of Archie (former
student)

FAMILY FAVOURITE RECIPE:

INGREDIENTS
375 gm mixed dried fruit
250gms self raising flour
175gm brown sugar and a bit extra
1 egg beaten
1 cup hot black tea
A bit of cinnamon
METHOD
Make a cup of hot black tea
Dissolve sugar in tea
Soak fruit in tea for about
15 mins
Add egg, and flour to friut
mix and place in a small
greased loaf tin with the
bottom lined.
Mix cinnamon and extra sugar
and sprinkle on top.
Bake in moderate oven for
about 1 hour.

Best served hot with butter

